
October 2017—EWTN (Eternal Word 
Television Network) continues celebrat-
ing the100th anniversary of the Fatima 
Apparitions with excellent programs.  
Three are listed below.   
 

THE MESSAGE OF FATIMA:   
The Sixth Apparition of Our Lady: The 
Miracle of the Sun, Ep. 7 (New) 
This seventh installment of an EWTN 
Original Docu-Drama recreates the glo-
rious “Miracle of the Sun,” as Fatima 
experts delve into its heavenly message 
and the impact it had on the world.   
October 13, 8:30 PM; and  
October 14, 10:00 AM  
(30 mins.) Eastern times.   
DVD available. 
 

QUEEN OF HEAVEN (ESP. 1-8) 
Embark on a journey that chronicles the 
life of the Mother of God, featuring bib-
lical commentary, private revelations, 
and the most revered Marian appari-
tions.   
October 6-13, 6:30 PM  
(30 mins.) Eastern times. 
DVD available. 
 

FATIMA - A MESSAGE OF HOPE 
A documentary examining the prophetic 
revelations and great miracle that oc-
curred in Fatima, featuring insights from 
leading experts and family members of 
the three shepherd children. 
October 13, 5:00 PM 
(60 mins.) Eastern time.   
DVD available. 
 

MY TIME WITH JESUS 
An animated account of the apparitions 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary from May 
13, 1917 to October 13, 1917 to the 
three shepherd children of Fatima: Lu-
cia, Jacinta and Francisco. 
October 9-13, 4:00 PM 
(30 mins.) Eastern times.   
DVD available. 
 

Watch EWTN to help you  
learn and live your Catholic faith! 

The Sixth Apparition  
(continuation from page 3) 

 

The following decades 
 

     In 1920 a new bishop was named for the diocese of Fatima, and was 
given the responsibility of taking the next steps in handling the events that 
had taken place in 1917.  While he felt it best to proceed cautiously, both 
supporters and those who still denounced the whole affair were anxious to 
have their way.  He was pressured to approve devotion as soon as possible, 
and to initiate the building of a shrine. 
 

      At the same time the enemies of the Church wanted the whole affair put to 
rest.  The new bishop’s first priority though was making plans for Lucia.  It 
was apparent to him that Lucia needed to distance herself from Fatima.  He 
felt if she had been dishonest her absence would put an end to it. But if the 
story was true devotion would continue.  So on June 18, 1921, she was 
taken to the School of the Sisters of St. Dorothy. She was not allowed to let 
anyone know who she was; she was now known as Maria of the Sorrows.  
Following 4 years of schooling Lucia made the decision to enter the sisters 
of St. Dorothy.  It was on the occasion of her perpetual vows, on October 3, 
1934, that Lucia saw her mother for the first time in 13 years!  Lucia passed 
away in 2005 at the age of 97.   
 

     Back at Fatima the bishop sup-
ported the growth that had taken place 
at the Cova.  Only four months after 
Lucia left Fatima he allowed the first 
Mass to be said in the Chapel of the 
Apparitions and purchased the sur-
rounding land.  The following year the 
formal canonical invest igat ion 
opened.  In 1930 he officially declared 
that the apparitions were worthy of 
belief and permitted devotion to Our 
Lady of Fatima.   
 

     In the years since hundreds of mi-
raculous physical cures have been re-
ported, not to mention countless con-
versions.  Thousands of hardened sin-
ners have returned to the practice of 
the faith. 

 

     Today Fatima is a lively city.  
The original site of the apparitions 
now includes the Basilica of Our 
Lady of the Rosary (where the 
three seers are now buried), the 
outdoor Chapel of the Apparitions, 
the Basilica of the Holy Trinity 
(built to accommodate larger 
events), the original holm oak tree 
(now larger than life), a monument 
to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, a Per-

petual Adoration Chapel, retreat houses and hotels.  Between 5 and 6 mil-
lion pilgrims visit the shrine each year. 
 

         Sources for the Fatima series—The Children of Fatima - by Leo Madigan, 
        Our Lady of Fatima – William Thomas Walsh, World Apostolate of Fatima 
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    The sixth and final story of the apparitions is the focus in this newsletter.  We 
also have a couple of other related items for your reading pleasure. Maybe you will 
be inspired to recite the Rosary more and what a wonderful month to do so as it is 
the month of the Rosary! 
    
“Glory be to God the Father; Glory be to God the Son;  
  Glory be to God the Spirit; Glory to the Three-in-One.     
  From the heart of blessed Mary, From all saints the song ascends,  
  And the Church the strain re-echoes unto earth’s remotest ends.”           Song Text—Sing of Mary”- verse 4  

 

Write a Crooked Path: 
Tips for the Journey 

 

Children were an integral part 
of the Fatima events of 1917 
and in other Marian events 
throughout the centuries.  The 
Blessed Mother truly shows 
her motherly concern that we 
are her children by these 
events.   
 

Let us accept her motherly 
concern and listen to her re-
quests. Prayer, penance, con-
version, suffering for others 
and unity have been her con-
stant requests.   
 

Let us become like children 
again, wanting to please our 
mother, praying with joyful 
hope.    

 

 

Pope Francis’ October 
Prayer Intentions 

 

Workers and the Unemployed 
That all workers may receive 
respect and protection of their 
rights, and that the unemployed 
may receive the opportunity to 
contribute to the common good. 

 Outdoor Rosary,  
October 13, 2017 
Afternoon Event 

at St. Albert’s                         
 

Come to St. Albert’s  for a  
3:00 PM Rosary by the Fatima 
statuary, with an anticipated  
balloon release. 

Evening Events 
at St. Michael’s                         

Join us  for a 7:30 PM Rosary 
and an 8:00 PM Mass.  If you  
want to continue to celebrate 
the anniversary stay for an 
8:45 PM Fatima movie. 

October 13th 1917 
 The Sixth Apparition and 

Miracle of the Sun 
 

     By now nearly every Catholic in Portu-
gal had heard of the miracle that was 
promised to take place on October 13th. 
And it seemed as though every one of 
them intended to witness that miracle for 
themselves.   
 

     Thousands made 
the journey to Fatima 
for the event, travel-
ing by foot, donkey, 
horseback, carriage, 
bicycle, and motor-
car—without the 
comforts we have 
today.  There were no 
iPhones, no road 
signs, no directions, 
and no information 
centers.  Once in 
Fatima, there were no 
hotels or restaurants, 
and no bathroom fa-
cilities. Though many 
had come just out of 
curiosity, most were looking for some sort 
of healing or conversion. Parents carried 
their sick and crippled children hoping for 
healing. Because the journey had for many 
taken days, they slept on a dry hard ground 
that had been without rain all summer.  To 
make things worse, a heavy steady rain 
started falling October 12th and continued 
through the night.  By morning the roads 
leading to the Cova were a sea of mud.  

Clothing and belongings were wet through 
and through.   
 

     For Lucia, Francisco, and Jacinta, as 
well as their families, the situation was no 
better. On the morning of October 13th the 
road to the Cova was jammed, with people 
kneeling in thick slime on both sides of the 
road, hoping to touch the children and to 
plead with them to take their petitions to 

the Lady.  When they 
finally arrived at the 
Cova there was a 
crowd of over 70,000 
waiting for them. It 
was a sea of black um-
brellas and soaked 
blankets.  The Cova 
too had literally been 
turned into a basin of 
mud.  
 

     This was the first 
time the Marto parents 
accompanied their 
children to the Cova. 
Lucia’s parents were 
there too, her mother 
having come mostly 

because she was convinced that Lucia’s 
life was in danger and she wanted to be 
with her. The children though had no 
doubts about the Lady’s promise to per-
form a miracle.  Most of the local people 
were hopeful but still uneasy.  If a miracle 
did not happen they feared the worst—not 
only for the children but for their commu-
nity. 
 
        (continuation on pages 2,3 & 4) 



 The Sixth Apparition 
(continuation from page 1) 

 

          It was just past midday, and beyond the time the 
Lady had been expected, and the crowd started to get rest-
less. Lucia asked them to put down their umbrellas, which 
they did even though it was still raining.  As they started 
grumbling, Lucia saw a flash of light.  Those close enough 
saw Lucia’s face become glowing and visibly beautiful. She 
was staring blissfully at the Lady herself.  Jacinta and Fran-
cisco, on either side of her, also looked on radiantly, oblivi-
ous to the huge crowd around them.                          
 

     Lucia: What do you want of me? 
     

 Lady: I want to tell you that a chapel is to be built here 
in my honor. I am the Lady of the Rosary.  Continue 
always to pray the Rosary every day.  The war is going 
to end, and the soldiers will soon return to their homes. 
 

     Lucia: I have many things to ask of you: the cure of 
some sick persons, the conversion of sinners, and other 
things.... 
 

     Lady: Some yes, but others not.  They must amend 
their lives and ask forgiveness for their sins.  Do not of-
fend  the Lord our God anymore,  because he is  already  
so much offended. 
 

     Then the Lady opened her hands and the light from them 
rose to where the sun should be, but it was brighter than any 
sunlight.  Then the clouds parted like curtains, and the sun 
appeared between them like a circle of white fire.  Lucia 
cried out, "Look at the sun!" 
 

     Next, while the crowd saw the "miracle of the sun" the 
children witnessed three 
different scenes. The 
first was the Holy Fam-
ily, Our Lady wearing a 
white dress with a blue 
mantle, and St. Joseph 
at her side holding the 
Child Jesus.  Lucia ex-
claimed, "St. Joseph is 
going to bless us!” All 
three children saw this 
first vision and saw St. 
Joseph make the sign of 
the cross three times 
over the crowd. The 
Child Jesus did the 
same. 
 

     Following that, only Lucia saw Our Lady of Sorrows, 
dressed as she had been on Good Friday.  Beside the Lady 
was her divine Son as he met her on the way to Calvary.  
He looked with pity on the massive crowd for whom He 
had died, and raised His hand to make the sign of the cross 
over them.   

 

     Finally Our Lady appeared in the third vision as Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel, crowned as Queen of Heaven and 
the world, with the infant Jesus on her knee.    
 

     The crowd saw none of the visions that the children had 
seen.  What they did see, however, was something almost 
apocalyptic.  Between the clouds that had parted, the sun 
was as bright as they had ever seen, yet they could look 
straight at it without blinking.  As they watched, the sun 
began to "dance"– that was the word most of them used to 
describe the spectacle.  It became a revolving gigantic fire 
wheel and rotated with a dizzying, almost sickening speed. 
It seemed to have a red border, and as it flung across the 
sky like a whirlwind a red stream of flame reflected to the 
earth, coloring the landscape and faces of those watching.  

The sun became all sorts of brilliant colors, one after the 
other: green, red, orange, blue, and purple.  Then it started 
to spin wildly, seemed to vibrate, and began to fall in a zig-
zag pattern toward the earth. 
 

     The crowd let out a bloodcurdling cry as they fell to 
their knees, fearing that the end of the world had come. 
Many fell on their faces and broke into sobs and prayers. 
 

     Then the sun began to climb in the same zigzag fashion, 
to where it had appeared before. It became still and daz-
zling, the sun of every day.  This entire miracle lasted about 
10 minutes, and reportedly could be seen from as far as 15 
to 25 miles away.  
  

     As the episode ended people stared at one another with 
complete joy and amazement. Clearly this was the miracle 
the Lady had promised!! Some laughed, others wept with 
joy.  The rain-soaked ground was completely dry, and blan-
kets and clothes that had been wet and covered with mud 
were completely clean and dry, as if they had just come 
back from the cleaners!  When Lucia shared with the crowd 
what the Lady had told her, that the war would end and the 
soldiers would return home, she was carried through the 
crowd as they shouted with joy.  In fact, all three children 
were overwhelmed, as everyone wanted to touch the little 
saints.  Still in wonder as they began their journey home, 
many people openly praised God and filled the chapels of 
the local towns. 
        (continuation on page 3) 

The Sixth Apparition  
(continuation from page 2) 

 

After the Apparitions 
 

     Following the final apparition of 
October 13th the children were 
questioned intensely and often, to 
the point of exhaustion.  And as cu-
riosity increased so did the number 
of visitors and questions, from eve-
ryone, including the Church.  The 
Marto family found it necessary to 
sell their flock and keep Francisco 
and Jacinta home so they would be 
available to visit with those who 
stopped by.  In addition to selling 
his flock, Ti Marto could no longer 
use his farmland (the Cova) which  
had  been all  but  destroyed  by 
constant visitors.   
 

     At the same time, the govern-
ment was concerned only with stop-
ping the growing interest in the 
events.  On October 23rd  a group of 
Mayor Santos' henchmen went to 
the Cova with the intention of eras-
ing and removing any evidence of 
the apparitions.  They even chopped 
down the holm oak tree that the 
Lady had stood upon. News of this 
desecration traveled quickly, and on 
October 24th Maria Carrera went  
and found that all the devotional 
objects left on the table she made 
had been confiscated.  But she was 
more than relieved to find that they 
had chopped down the wrong tree 
and the holm oak, though scrawny 
and damaged, still stood!  Rather 
than discouraging devotion to Our 
Lady of Fatima, the incident had the 
opposite effect.  Pilgrims came 
every day, more on the 13th of each 
month.  
 

     Fr. Ferreira, the parish priest, 
having acted with caution through-
out all the events of Fatima, had one 
complaint regarding the increased 
interest in the Cova.  He questioned, 
"Why are all those people going to 
prostrate themselves in prayer in a 
deserted spot like that, while here 
the Living God of our altars, in the 
Blessed Sacrament, is left alone in 
the  tabernacle,  abandoned?”  Lucia  

agreed with Fr. Ferreira.                                                    
 

The children themselves continued 
to keep the 13th of each month sa-
cred. They usually went to Cabeco, 
the cave where the angel first ap-
peared to them, since it was less vis-
ited by the crowds.  They also con-
tinued to pray and make sacrifices, 
often drinking water from stagnant 
ponds, and eating bitter nuts and 
berries.   
 

     In 1918 Francisco and Jacinta 
came down with the Spanish flu.  
Even on their sickbeds they both 
continued to wear the knotted rope 
around their waists.  It was only 
when they became too weak to care 
for themselves and were afraid their 
mother would find them that they 
asked Lucia to hide them. Jacinta 
even made the comment that she 
wanted it returned if she got better. 
Lucia noticed that the rope was 
stained with blood when she took it 
from Jacinta's waist. 

 

     Francisco died five months later, 
having been able to go to confession 
and receive his First Holy Commun-
ion just days before he died. In his 
final days he shared his happiness at 
having the Hidden Jesus within his 
heart and of being with Him soon in 
heaven.  He was blessed to die at 
home surrounded by family.  Ja-
cinta, however, had much more to 
suffer.  The course of her disease 
stretched on for well over a year.  
She eventually died alone, in a hos-
pital far from home, and without the 
benefit of receiving Holy Commun-
ion as she had requested the night 
before she passed.  The two Marto 
children were beatified by Pope 
John Paul II on May 13, 2000, with 
an estimated 1 million people in at-
tendance; and canonized by Pope 
Francis on May 13, 2017.   
 

                (continuation on page 4) 

FATIMA AND ST. JOSEPH  
 

Fatima, for all of 
its other meanings, 
also is a reminder 
of the importance 
of fatherhood.  
“The fatherhood of 
St. Joseph, as with 
all human fathers, 
is a reflection in a 
creature of the fa-
therhood of God 
the Father,” em-
phasized Msgr. 
Joseph Cirrincione in his 1989 booklet St. 
Joseph, Fatima and Fatherhood. “[T]he 
vision of St. Joseph and the Infant Jesus 
blessing the world, with Mary by the side 
of the sun, which has not left its place, is 
God’s assurance that although man may 
reject him, God will never reject man.” 
 
 

Prayer to St. Joseph 
by Pope Leo XIII 

 

T o you, O blessed Joseph, do we 
come in our tribulation, and having 

implored the help of your most holy 
spouse, we confidently invoke your pa-
tronage also. 
     Through that charity which bound you 
to the Immaculate Virgin Mother of God 
and through the paternal love with which 
you embraced the Child Jesus, we humbly 
beg you graciously to regard the inheri-
tance which Jesus Christ has purchased by 
his Blood, and with your power and 
strength, to aid us in our necessities.  
     O most watchful Guardian of the Holy 
Family, defend the chosen children of Je-
sus Christ; O most loving father, ward off 
from us every contagion of error and cor-
rupting influence; O most mighty protec-
tor, be propitious to us and from heaven 
assist us in our struggle with the power of 
darkness; and, as once you rescued the 
Child Jesus from deadly peril, so now 
protect God’s holy Church from the 
snares of the enemy and from all adver-
sity; shield, too, each one of us by your 
constant protection, so that, supported by 
your example and your aid, we may be 
able to live piously, to die holy and to ob-
tain eternal happiness in heaven. Amen. 
                                               Source– ncregister.org 

Cinture rope similar to what the 
Fatima children wore. 


